
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Case Western Reserve University 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: The 2017 Cleveland Humanities Festival 

Your Project Summary: The theme of the 2017 Cleveland Humanities Festival is IMMIGRATION, which will 

be held  around a core of events taking place March 23–April 3.  The CHF will explore from a humanistic 

perspective the impact of immigration across time and within our own time.  Coordinated by CWRU's 

Baker-Nord Center for the Humanities, over 25 participating institutions in University Circle and the 

Cleveland area will collaborate on programming and support community involvement through cross-

promotion. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I strongly recommend Case Western Reserve University's application for the 2017 Cleveland 

Humanities Festival for approval at the CAC. The festival's 2017 focus on the impact of immigration from 

a humanities perspective, bringing together a wide variety of cooperating cultural institutions and 

scholars, has clear public benefit. It is entirely obvious to me that this project will build meaningful 

relationships between people and institutions in the community to the benefit of all, and that CWRU is 

capable of carrying out the mission of their project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - This application meets the minimal funding criteria. This is an example of a university 

leveraging the reaching out beyond the boundaries of their campus to engage the community in a 

dialogue about immigration through the lens of culture. They have a clear project goal, albeit a curious 

one: " to continue to increase the participation of education and cultural institutions across the Cleveland 

Area and Northeast Ohio," and it one that is clearly measurable and they certainly have the capacity to 

achieve it. My concern with the application is their knowledge of the community. They are college 

researchers, but the application does not provide any deep insights into how they use "knowledge of its 

community to drive its work." It is, however, open to the public with multiple partners, and with strong 

artistic vibrancy and organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. All three funding criteria are thoroughly met: 

there is public benefit with this being open to the public and all the relationships involved both within the 

University and with partners; there is vibrancy with the professionals that will speak and fresh 

programming with a new theme separate from last year; and there is clear capacity with a straightforward 

and measurable goal of increasing the number of partners. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES: Incredible city-wide program focused on building partnerships and collaborations with 

over 20 local institutions, thus leveraging audiences and increasing public benefit beyond the 

college/academic audience. High caliber of speakers in Henry Louis Gates and Vicente Fox and thoughtful 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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umbrella theme to provoke civic dialogue. This is the 2nd year of the humanities festival and the potential 

of this program to reach large audiences is great. Many of the public lectures have already been scheduled 

and the presenters confirmed and it looks like they have a clear plan for achieving their goals. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community, and seems to also make great use of community partners/collaborators. Considering how 

small a percentage of their overall programing this project comprises, I really appreciated the clear, 

thought out proposal, and the clearly defined budget. I don't question the organization's capacity to carry 

out this project in collaboration with its partners, but I do wish more comprehensive bios for the 

artists/professionals involved were included. I also would have appreciated support materials that gave a 

clearer grasp of what the impact of past festivals has been - numbers served, activities, etc. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


